
Pharmaceutical Industry 
Conference

October 14-15, 2009
Portland, Oregon

Denise Curry 
Deputy Director

Office of Diversion Control
Drug Enforcement Administration





Anna Nicole Smith



Michael Jackson 

 Xanax

 Propofol

 Dilaudid

 Fentalyl

 Vicodin

 Valium

 Ambien



Heath Ledger



DJ AM

 Toxicology report 
revealed a laundry 
list of cocaine, 
oxycontin, 
hydrocodone, 
xanax, ativan, 
klonopin, benadryl, 
and levamisole. 



Prescription drug abuse 
doesn’t just affect celebrities



What is the Impact of 
Untreated Pain??

 40 Million Americans have Arthritis

 26 Million experience frequent back pain

 70% of cancer patients experience pain

 25 Million Americans suffer migraine 
headaches

 20 Million Americans experience TMJ

 4 Million Americans suffer with Fibromyalgia

 ½ of all hospitalized patients experience 
pain during the last days of their lives.



AMERICAN PAIN SOCIETY:  NEWS

May 26, 2009

“AMERICAN PAIN SOCIETY 

WARNS FDA OF UNINTENDED 

IMPACT OF FUTURE PAIN 

MEDICATION CONTROLS”



Increase in Opioid Associated 
Deaths Resulting from a 
Combination of Factors

 Increased Use of Opioids

 Inadequate Knowledge of Therapeutic 
Effects

 Inappropriate Prescribing Practices

 Over identification of opioids as the cause 
of death.

 Differences in pharmacologic mechanisms



Opioid Analgesics

Fatal Overdoses

Fatal Overdoses
Big spikes in drug overdose rates have coincided with the proliferation of new 

types of street drugs – such as black tar heroin in 1975 and crack cocaine in 1988 –

as well as the increasing abuse of prescription painkillers in the late 1990s.

Fatal overdose rate per 100,000

Source:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Opioid Analgesics

Opioid Sales / Overdose Deaths
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More Pills, More Deaths
The recent increase in fatal overdoses is due largely to rising use of opioid 

painkillers.  The rising mortality rates from drug overdoses parallels the growth in 

annual sales of opioid painkillers.

Source:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Source Where Pain Relievers Were Obtained for 
Most Recent Nonmedical Use among Past Year 

Users Aged 12 or Older: 2007-2008

Note: Totals may not sum to 100 percent because of rounding or because suppressed estimates are not shown.
1The Other category includes the sources “Wrote Fake Prescription,” “Stole from Doctor’s Office/Clinic/Hospital/Pharmacy,” and “Some Other Way.” 13
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Specific Drug Used When Initiating Illicit Drug Use 
among Past Year Initiates of Illicit Drugs Aged 12 or 

Older: 2007

Fig

5.1

2.7 Million Initiates of Illicit Drugs

Marijuana

56.2%

Pain Relievers

19.0%

Note: The percentages add to greater than 100 percent because of a small number of respondents initiating multiple 

drugs on the same day.
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Specific Drug Used When Initiating Illicit Drug Use 
among Past Year Initiates of Illicit Drugs Aged 12 or 

Older: 2008



Past Year Initiates for Specific Illicit Drugs among 
Persons Aged 12 or Older: 2007
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Past Year Initiates for Specific Illicit Drugs 
among Persons Aged 12 or Older: 2008



Dependence on or Abuse of Specific Illicit 
Drugs in the Past Year among Persons Aged 

12 or Older: 2008













Chicago Tribune, Chicago, IL

October 26, 2003

Prescription Drug Abuse 

on the Rise in America



The Internet Pharmacy Consumer 
Protection Act of 2008: 
The Ryan Haight Act

 Amends the CSA to 
prohibit the delivery, 
distribution or 
dispensing of 
controlled substances 
over the Internet 
without a “valid” 
prescription.





MISSION TIMES COURIER
San Diego, CA
September 25, 2009

A scourge is threatening the 
lives of every high school age 
student throughout San Diego
county. It is a small, round, 
lime-green tablet with the “80”
inscribed on one-side and “OC”
on the other.



A New Choice in Drug Abuse
Teens Turn to Prescriptions

January 29, 2006

“Teenagers are experimenting with

Vicodin and Klonipin even before

they try traditional gateway drugs

such as alcohol, tobacco and 

marijuana.”

-Dr. John Knight, Director for the 

Center for Adolescent Substance

Abuse Research at Children's 

Hospital.



Wedensday, August 24, 2009

U.S. News and World Report

 Health Buzz: ADHD Prescription Drug Abuse

 Accidental Poisoning Deaths Spike Upward
September 2, 2009

 Drug Deaths Outpace Car Crashes in More States
Prescription Painkiller Overdoses Triple, Sept. 30, 2009





The Sydney Morning 

Herald, Feb. 15, 2008

Mother Found 
Guilty of Girl’s 
Methadone Death.
















