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History of Prescription Take-Back

• In December of 2009, NDAG 
Stenehjem created the Prescription 
Drug Take Back Pilot Program to 
manage the disposal of unwanted 
medications.



History of prescription take-back

Citizens are disposing of their 
unwanted prescription medications 
by:

Throwing them away in the trash.

Dumping them down the drain.

Or holding onto them.





History of prescription take-back

Statistical Information

2009 Youth Risk Behavior Survey

Abused Prescription Drugs
15% High School Students.

6.3% of Middle School Students.

5.6% of High School Students have 
abused Prescription Drugs ten or more 
times.



Research on take-back programs

• Any person may dispose of unwanted drugs 
through the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) 
through the following:

– Request assistance from DEA Special Agent in 
Charge (SAC)
• If registrant:  DEA form 41

• If not a registrant:  letter to SAC.
– Name; address; Name and quantity of drug; How they 

obtained the drug; Name, address, registration number of 
person that possessed the drug prior to the applicant.



Research on take-back programs

• Any person may dispose of unwanted drugs 
through the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) 
through the following: cont.

– The DEA SAC shall authorize and instruct the applicant 
to dispose by:
• Transfer to a person registered under the ACT and 

authorized to possess;

• Drop off a closest DEA office;

• Destroy in the presence of a DEA official

• Other means as determined by SAC.



Research on take-back programs

• Any person may dispose of unwanted drugs 
through the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) 
through the following: cont.

– DEA requirements for disposal of controlled 
substances “shall not be construed as affecting or 
altering in any way the disposal of controlled 
substances through procedures in laws and 
regulations adopted by an State.



Issues on take-back programs

• ND Attorney General does not have the 
authority to deputize pharmacists allowing 
them to fall under the DEA “law enforcement 
exception.”

• The HIPAA privacy rule does not prohibit or 
impose burdens on citizens returning unused 
controlled substances.



Options for take-back programs

• Participating Sheriffs deputize pharmacists for 
the limited purpose of collecting substances 
for the Drug Take-Back Program.

• Place secure collection containers at law 
enforcement facilities.

• Establish a Voluntary Pilot Drug Take-Back 
Program.

• Legislation would allow more flexibility in a 
Drug Take-Back Program.



History of prescription take-back

• 12/08/09:  Bismarck, ND roll-out program

• 12/09/09:  Fargo, ND roll-out program

• 03/02/10:  AG Stenehjem presented at 
National Association of Attorneys General 
(NAAG)

• 04/17/10:  Alltru’s “Here for Life Expo” in 
Grand Forks, ND

• 11/01/10:  Full roll-out to current 22 locations 



History of prescription take-back

• Take Back Program provides disposal 
units for people to dispose of their 
unused medications.  

• The disposal units are similar to 
sharps containers in hospitals.



Prescription Drug Equipment



Prescription Drug Equipment cont.



History of prescription take-back

• Located in the lobby of law 
enforcement agencies.

• Currently in:

–22 locations across the State of North 
Dakota as of 01/01/11.





Process for turn-back program

• Law enforcement agencies provide the 
disposal units.

• Municipal, County, State and/or Federal 
agents can oversee the collection of the 
disposal units for emptying.  The pills turned 
in are recorded on log sheets.

• Law enforcement agents properly dispose of 
the prescription drugs (incinerated).



WHAT: Prescription Drug “Take Back” Disposal Program

WHO: For the benefit of community residents

WHERE: Lobby of local Law Enforcement centers

WHEN: From 12/01/09 to present

WHY : To get commonly abused prescription drugs – such as pain and anti-anxiety 
medications – off the streets and out of our schools.  Examples:  Oxycontin, 
Fentanyl, Valium, and Codeine

HOW: Place unused and unwanted medications and controlled substances in the 
secured container located at the law enforcement center – no questions asked.  
No cost to the community.

WHAT ELSE: The Take Back containers are not just for prescription medications – people can 
dispose of over the counter medications also.

The local pharmacy may be a participating member of a companion program 
(the “Take Away” program) run through the Pharmacists Association.  
Participating pharmacies provide a container for disposal of unused and 
unwanted medications that are NOT controlled substances.  Contact your local 
pharmacy for more information on this program.



Sample log sheet per location

Date
Collected:

Quantity Collected: Collecting 
Agent:

Disposal 
Date:

09/01/10 16 pounds 10 ounces 401 12/20/10

10/01/10 23 pounds 423 12/20/10

11/15/10 7 pounds 11 ounces 401 12/20/10

12/21/10 12 pounds 5 ounces 420

01/01/11 5 pounds 6 ounces 405



Cost of Prescription Drug Take Back
*Fully Funded by ND Attorneys General Office

Description: Unit Price: Quantity: Total Price:

(2) Gallon disposable containers $7.50 each 10 $75.00

(3) Gallon disposable containers $ 19.50 each 50 $975.00

Wall cabinet w/lock for medium Sharp’s 
Away Container

$42.10 each 25 $1052.50

(96) Gallon Sharp’s Away Container $159.00 each 5 $795.00

Freight Charges $261.40

Grand Total (01/01/11) $3158.00



Totals on retrieved drugs:

• Total of collected drugs through the 
Prescription Drug Take-Back Program:

• From 12/01/09 to 01/04/11

• Collected from various sites (22 total)

• 1306 pounds



ND Board of Pharmacy:  Take Away 
Program

• NDAG Prescription Drug Take-Back Program is 
designed for the disposal of “narcotic” drugs.

• The North Dakota Board of Pharmacy and the 
ND Pharmacists Association co-developed a 
sister program titled, “Take Away.”
– This program was developed as North Dakota’s 

patient medication disposal program utilizing 
community pharmacies.
• Non-narcotics

• Default is always NDAG Take-Back containers



ND Board of Pharmacy:  Take Away 
Program

• “Take-Away” program is based upon a 
cooperative effort of stakeholder groups and 
legislators that have an interest in proper disposal 
for unused medications (pharmaceuticals).

• Partnered with Sharps Compliance, Inc., to 
dispose of the medical waste.  The program is 
intended for patient prescriptions from 
community pharmacies, as well as skilled nursing 
and assisted living communities.



Take-Away Program
• Grant funded through the Board of Pharmacy

– $38,000.00

• These funds allowed for 232 pharmacies in North 
Dakota to received a “starter packet” on the 
program.
– (1) 20 gallon TakeAway system, (15) envelops

– Counter display w/holder; press releases for media

– Front door window clinger

– Business plan

• Continued packets are the responsibility of the 
individual pharmacies.










